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THE IMAGE OF ANTIOCH

Modern sindonology, drawing substantially upon khendylion Theory appears
to have establishedvithin a reasonable degree of certainty, a substantial portion of the
medieval biography of the Turin Shrqtldommencing with its historical debut, between
544 and 569 as the Image oEdessah owever , t he raeulingechés wher e
Missing Ancient Centurieghehalf-millennium spanningisd i sappear ance from
tomb to its reappearance in sixténtury Edessaemain the subject of debate.

The authod s 1 9 9 9 ‘“hhatphe (Shvael svas ¢aken, in apostolic timesy
the Syrian city of Antioch, concealed and lost in 36&discovered irca. 530° and
conveyed @ Edessawhen Antioch was destroyed in 540s supported by historical
records whichevidene the presence of a Christon in bothfourth-century Syria and
sixth-century Antioch*

In the fourth century,Athanasius the Bishopof Alexandria (ca 328-373),
affirmed that a sacred Chriéton,* traceable to Jerusalem and the yearve8&s then

present irSyria*®



€ but yearsdefore ifus and \espasiarsacked the city, the faithful

and disciples of Christ were warned by the Holy Spirideépart fromthe

city and go tahe kingdom of King Agrippa, because at that time Agrippa

was aRomanally. Leaving the city, theyentto his regionsand carried

everything relatingo our faith.At that time even theicon with certain

other ecclesiastical objects were moved arttiey today still remain in

Syria. | possessthis information ashanded downto me from my

migrating parentand by hereditary rightlt is plain andcertain whythe

icon of our holy Lord and Savior came from Judaea tSyria.**

Thi s I con, whi ch goes unmentioned after
concealed from the pagan plundering of the Golden Basilica, segmaagipears during
the periodca 526540, in the Cherubim districtof Antioch. In the year 70Titus,
attemptingto placate rising antbemitic sentimenip | a c e d , atop the cityd@«
figures ofcherubim seizedrom the Jerusalem TempfeThis entrythereupon became
known asthe Gate of the Cherubim, and the adjoining district, which encompassed the
old Jewish Quarter, dferateion wascalledthe CherubimKigure 1).*® In approximately
430, Theodosius Il extended the southern city wallingthlled a gate in gnew walt"
however,the old wall remained intact and sections of it could still be seen well into the
late sixth century? St. Symeon Stylites the Youngdmornin 521° and just prior tahe
onset of the several calamitiesvhich destroyedt h e  walls?ys@est his boyhood in
the Cherubirft where, in an incidentdatable toca. 527-533* and reported in his late
sixth-centurybiography?® he witnessed the appearance of CHisto n t he ol d wal |
Ch e r u’d Proféssor Glanville Downey, the preeminent historian of Antioch,
acknowledges the unique position held by the Cherubim in the years intervening between
the great earthquake of 526 and the Persian conquest of the city in 540:

The Kerateion at this period was regarded as hasperial religious

associationslt possessed an image of Christ whether a statue or

other representation is not clear from the Greek termeikon that is

used to describeitwhi ch was an object &f particul a
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ANCIENT CITY OF ANTIOCH
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FIGURE 1
THE CHERUBIM GATE, THE WALL OF THE CHERUBIM (TIBERIUS),
AND THE KERATEION (JEWISH QUARTER)
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This Antiochene Chrisicon is mentioned byohn Moschos, a Byzantine monk of
the sixth and seventh centurié$n connection withan incidentinvolving a Kerateion
social worker whohad chastised a pooman for having obtaired four linen
undergarments

The next night, the supervisor of the social service saw himself standing in

what is calledhe Place of the Cherubim. It is a very sacred place and

those who know say that in that placeghere is a very awesome icon

bearing the likeness of our Saviour, Jesus ChristAs he stood there in

deep thought, he saw the Saviour coming down to him out of the icon and

censuring him especially on account of the four garments which the poor

man receied. Then, falling silent again, Christ removed the tunic he was

wearing and showed him the number of unglmments while saying:

ABehold, two; behold, three; behol d, fout

as you provided those things for the poor man, thegine my raimerf®

Sever al observations of sindonic i mport
awesomeo I mage of Antioch which was vener a
clerical custodian of the Shroud may have attempted to prevent its confisbgtion
concealing it above the ci-traditiosal psoteationfof Gat e u
cherubim? (2) the sixthcentury rediscovery of the Shroud in a niche located above the
Gate of the Cherubim may well be the factual basis of the-tamttury Byantine claim
that the Mandylion was rediscovered in a niche located above the main gate of*Bdessa;
(3)thesixthc ent ury vener at i oKerateidro tnmaey Swherlolu db efiitnh et
basis of the tentsentury Byzantine claim that the Mandylion was rediscovered along
A wi t Keramiord>! (4) the sixthcenturylocus within theKerateion of the sepulcher
of the Maccabees, famously associated with the midmextinguished oil, may well
be the factual basis of the temténtury Byzantine claim that the Mandylion was
rediscovered along with an unextinguished oil 1afh(&) the wearing of a linen garment

by the Christ who emerged from the icon may be indiedfnat the icon itself was made
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of linen; (6) during the Persian attack of 540, the Roman army and some Antiochenes
escaped through the cityodos south gate dAfor
whil e the ot Rehussubstantiatinthe eppartenityand means for the

transfer of &KerateionChristicon to Edessa; and (7) in the very first historical reference

to the sixthc ent ur vy | mage of Edessa, a Syriac p o
accommodati ons i n t hehedral dareydéessribede¢huslyHa gi a Sophi
I n its midst i's set the platformé. The p
pl atforméabove it is fixed a cross of [ ]
robbersi n it too I|ie open five gatesé. Ten pi

the sanctuary are formed like the ten Apostles who fled at the time that
our Saviour was crucifietf.

lan Wilson has observed that, in constructing this cathedral to house the icon,
Areligious messages wereéeéconveyed by symbol
haw i ng a parti ccuGivanrthats(i) gntiach vas served éy precisely five
gates’one guarded by cherubim, and (2) in the ¢
in the Temple, were cherubi Monecapnotielploput t he pi |
wonder whether the Edessenes, in creating a new abode for the Shroud, not only
employed five gates to symbolically reference its prior home in Antioch, but also added

cherubim to represent and si mul athgatei t s f or me

THE PORTRAIT OF EDESSA

Mindful of the paintedChristportrait (Figure 2) mentioned in thedoctrine of
Addai®® a Syriac legend rooted in the latdrd century®® some would first place the
Shroud in apostoliera Edessa and then, adopting a teethtury Byzantine
embel |l i shment of t hat tal e, c ons unnts i t t o

alleged rediscovery in the sixth centuRjgure 3).*°
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FIGURE 2
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LEGENDARY
PORTRAIT OF EDESSA TO KING ABGAR UKKAMA

FIGURE 3
THE LEGENDARY DISCOVERY OF THE MANDYLION
ABOVE EDESSA06S MAI N GATE
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Althoughfrequentlyinvokedas f i |l |l er f or the anagmti ng hol
biography** the Abgar Legend is simply not historically sustainale. B . Segal, A
bessmoder n aut ho r%hasylabeted t E die s smsiosticcesstulepious
frauds o fPaswtely oting both shat the conversion of a ruling monarch would
not have been ignored in Christian literature for almost threedred year§? and also
that the actual occurrence sluch an event would have made the Edessan Church so
apostolicallypreeminent that it would never have subordinated itself, as it did in the year
200, to the Church of Antioch. Professor Robert Drews has concluded that the
Byzantine accretion #fcafcharacteneingitas & blatadt cr i t i
attempt to fiexplain how a divinely <created
many c e*handinotingtshee fisheer i mprobability that t
have emerged unspoiled afer five hundred vye

If, as theauthorsuggeststhe Shroudvas brought to Antioch in the first century
and remained there thughout the balancef the Missing Ancient Centuriess it not,
then, to be identified as the Portrait of Edessa, and does it have, then, no connection
whatsoever to that city in ancient times? To the contrary, and as will be demonstrated, the
relic did, in fact, play abrief, but critical, role n t he evangeli zation of
Cityo.

THE EVANGELIZATION OF EDESSA

The arrival of Christianity in Edessa is recounted only in the ancient Abgar
Legend and, although Segal has conclutieat this accountis chronologically and
hi storically deficient ,wehhavehsabstratans ¢ facd’wl e d g e d

If so, several important identification markers lie just beneath the surface of the Syriac
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narrative, inasmuch as its protagonist king (1hies contemporary of Popgephyrinus
BishopSerapiorof Antioch, Bishop Palut of Edessdand King Narsaof Adiabene” all
personages of the late second cent(@yhas a son, Severus, who is responsible for the
death ofthe disciple Addar? and (3) permits the erection of &Christian church in
Edess@> Thi s fAsubstratumod of historical- fact
Abgarthe Great(Figure 4), a contemporary of the clerics and the king identified in the
l egendds text, dsucessdr aamédeSeverbahd the rukeroohEdessa
when its Christian Church wamrtially destroyedn a devastatinglood.>® This Abgar
was a holy man, most pious and learned, and a befiewenp employedChristian
imagery on his coinagé and reportedlypermitted aChristian synodto meetin his
kingdom®®

Most modern scholars agrébat Edessa was evangelized during the reign of
Abgar the Great® however,a satisfactoryfixation of the circumstances underlyirige
event has remained elusivand, in theresultant historical vacuungpeculationhas
abounded that the Gospel was first brought to the city by some unknmssionary from
Nisibis,*® Palestiné* or Antioch® Whatever the caset is selfevident that the Shroud
did not arrive in Edessa in advance of a Christian missioaad/pbgic defesthe belief
thatsucha missionarycould haveappearedgcompletelyuninvited, inpaganEdessa, and
managed to convetiie city and baptizis king.

Fortunately, two medieval texts appear @aplain how this historic event
transpirel.®® A sixth-century entry in the Liber Pontificali®* records that Pope
EleutheriugFigure 5), whose papacy extended fr@approximatelyl74 to 189,"received
a letterfrom British King Lucius Britannio rege Lucip asking that he might be made a

Christian t hriwglithe Vénerabte edeitesatdhis precise account
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FIGURE 4
KING ABGAR VIII
(ABGAR THE GREAT)

FIGURE 5
POPE ELEUTHERIUS (ca.174189)
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